Feminist Warhol
hat do Emily Dickinson,
Frida Kahlo, and Julia
Child have in common? Besides possessing plenty of feminist chutzpah, their portraits were all painted
by the same Piermont artist, Natasha Rabin,
whose exhibition, “Luminous Women,” is
currently on display at the Flywheel Gallery.
“These are individuals whose courage, wisdom, and energy have inspired me throughout the years,” says Rabin. Yet not every image depicts a famous face. Hanging next to
the painting of Sophia Coppola—which has
excerpts from her Academy Award-winning screenplay for Lost in Translation inked
onto the background—you’ll find figures of a
Benedictine nun, a bilingual 3rd grade teacher,
and Rabin’s great grandmother.
Each of the 30 pieces, created over a single
year, incorporates collage with acrylic paint
to form a complex exhibit of mixed-media
works. In one piece, for example, Rabin’s
grandmother wears a ruffled blouse. From a
distance, the shirt appears three-dimensional,
and upon closer inspection you realize why: It
was fashioned from dry rose petals.
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Much like Andy Warhol, whose body of
portrait work includes royalty, movie stars,
and his mother, Rabin’s images may one day
serve as a record of her era and surroundings.
“Rockland County is a wonderful place to be
if you’re an artist,” she says. “I’m constantly inspired by the things I see around me” (4/20-5/7;
223 Ash St.; Piermont; 365-6411).
—F.M.

JOIN US!
On April 30, Rockland Magazine will
hold its very first—and very exciting—Celebrate Rockland!, a day-long
extravaganza at Rockland Community
College that invites you to sample the
county’s primo products and services.
The roster of exhibitors is too long to
list, but we can drop a few names: performances by the Elmwood Playhouse
and the Rockland Youth Dance Ensemble, cooking demonstrations from
the experts at Marcello’s Ristorante,
and, for the kids, a trackless train and
an inflatable fun house. Admission is
$11 for adults ($1 gets donated to the
college), and parking will be plentiful. As Rockland residents know, that
alone is reason to celebrate.
—J.H.

SWISS BLISS
Switzerland’s bank accounts and watch-making techniques may be highly classified, but last
October Rockland received access to one of the country’s best-kept secrets, Weleda. The allnatural Swiss pharmaceutical company opened its first U.S. store in Palisades at the historic
Yonderhill building. Located off Route 9W, this Greek Revival structure started as a Methodist
meeting house in 1859, became a silent film theater in the early 1900s, and eventually degenerated into a run-down venue for furniture dealers. Thanks to Weleda’s arrival, however, the
building has received a makeover, and residents’ skin is glowing like never before. All the
products and homeopathic medications are free of synthetic fragrances, colors, and preservatives and made with biodynamically grown
materials, ensuring the purest results possible.
Men with cracked winter skin can benefit from
the hydrating cream, while women will marvel
at how well the fragrant Wild Rose Body Oil
revitalizes pores. There’s even a line for babies!
And for those looking to take Weleda’s oils and
lotions to the next level, get ready. They’re opening a single-room spa in May (1 Closter Rd.; Palisades; 800-241-1030; usa.weleda.com). —D.K.

